Jerry Harp
On Joe Bolton It's amazing to me that Joe Bolton was able to craft the supple and strong poems that he accompUshed in his rather short life, writing as a member of the liminal generation. These are the persons born in the exile days of the late fifties and early sixties, too young to be baby-boomers and too old to be generation-Xers. We were just old enough in the sixties to have some vague awareness of Martin Luther King, Jr., and Bobby Kennedy, and to have inher ited the idealism of those days, but then we had to face coming of age in the midst of Watergate, disco, mood rings, puka shells, and pet rocks, and we 
165
University of Iowa is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The Iowa Review www.jstor.org when there is no lack of extremely smart and skillful poets, it is nevertheless relatively rare to find a poet who approaches the art as an exacting vocation, and who is therefore responsive to the vocation's strenuous demands. I be Ueve that Joe Bolton was one of these latter practitioners.
